

BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY NOV 4th
                       
Present:
John Connolly (Chair) (JC) Mark Jepson (Vice Chair (MJ), Fiona Bartholomew (FB), Neil Brown (NB), Mark Skipworth(MS), Alex Wildman(AW)
Mark Coleman (MC) of Vale DC
David Page (clerk)

In attendance:
9 members of the public

Apologies for absence
Bethia Thomas (BT)

Declarations of Interest
None

Minutes of the last Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th September 2024 having been circulated, were approved and signed. 

4       Matters arising from the previous minutes
· Draft Plan - FB reported on the draft plan 2041 which she had previously sent to the councillors. In doing so she expanded on the main points, including where most development will take place, development within the Parish and mineral extraction. Also, the importance of seeking s106 moneys from developments in the area which effect us with increased traffic on our roads. This is the PC reply. 
· The plan aims to safeguard the landscape setting, heritage and other amenities enjoyed in the parish It aims to ensure that the climate change of new development in the Vale of White Horse is controlled and or mitigated and has introduced policies on biodiversity enhancement. Buckland Parish Council welcomes and supports those and the allied aspects of the plan.
· As in previous plans, the new plan offers little scope for development in Buckland Village or the wider Parish, Buckland Parish Council supports that approach. If local people see a need for and wish to promote any significant development in the Parish, they could do so through the creation of a Neighbourhood plan.
· To fulfil the government’s requirements for new housing, jobs and community facilities at a level that meets local needs, there will still be significant new housing and associated development in towns and larger villages near Buckland Parish. This will continue to impact life in the parish both positively (in meeting local needs) and negatively ( principally through traffic generation and the effect on the A420 particularly at the road junctions serving Buckland ) Buckland Parish Council wishes to see greater recognition of the potential negative impacts of development in the district on villages such as Buckland which are remote from significant development proposals, and that efforts should be made to mitigate those negative impacts through the calculation and wider application s106 and Cil monies

· MEDICAL CENTRE APPOINTMENTS 
This item was deferred to the next meeting

· TEN FOOT BRIDGE - BT has  been in contact with MS and the Environment Agency about the repairs to the bridge and they cannot guarantee timescales for the repair. This was confirmed by MS at the meeting.
 
1. Oxfordshire County Council
As BT was unable to make the meeting aspects of her report where discussed, including speed limits in Buckland Marsh which she had been told had not had the desired effect although most people present felt that the speed limit in the main was being respected. BT also mentioned her contact with MS and the Environment Agency and the timescale for repairs. BT also referred to the recommendation to lower the speed limit on the A420 at Faringdon and Shrivenham, removing the national speed limit and setting it 50mph and some side roads from 50 to 40mph. This all being the Council’s Vision Zero Scheme to help reduce death and serious injuries from road traffic collisions.
At this point the Chairman (JC) wished to place on record BT’s tremendous work and commitment to this Parish and will be sorely missed when she ceases to be our County Councillor due to boundary changes in May.

1. Vale of White Horse DC 
MC commented on his report that he sent today. On the joint local plan MC said that the regulation 19 consultation went live on October 1st and will remain open for 6 weeks and will be collecting responses from Councils, interested parties, local residents on their opinion as to whether it meets 4 criteria namely positively prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy. He also commented that the Vale has launched a public survey on proposals to reduce the minimum timeframe to charge a council tax premium on long -term empty properties

Budget Review
The clerk reported that the councillors had been sent a copy of the half year review and mentioned that the precept for next year would be presented before the end of the year.
FB’s concerns were noted and DP agreed to change it next year

PROPOSED 50MPH ON A420   
This already discussed in BT’s report
 
Christmas Tree
Arriving in late November 

CARSWELL GOLF COURSE MOTOCROSS
JC reported in answers to questions that the PC had not been notified of events although as a member of the public pointed out the information of such events these days are posted on social media

AOB
Many items were raised in a lively session of AOB including
· Play area in the village
· Large fence erected in the village
· Replacement Laptop
· Bus fares going up from £2 to £3
· Old school building repaired and used for a museum
· CIL Report to submit
· Lloyds bank a/c changing to a Community a/c

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.31 pm.
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